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SAIMA POLICY STATEIIllENT ON ROUTINE INFANT CIRCUMCISION

Thank you foryouf ema laddrcssed lo lrls Ma iga Pilay ol lhe SAMA Hudan Rlghts Law
and Ethics Depaftment, requestinq for a SAMA Policy Sialement on Roullne Iniant

The maiter was discussed at the meeling of the Educaton Science and Technology
Commitlee held on 23 Ja.uary 2005. Beow is af extracl of lhe oflhe minutes ol that

"The Cofrmiltee NOTED the fo lowlng: -
I� The contenls oflheemai fressage, logeiher wilh annexures on Routne Infant

Circumcision @ceived from the Nalional Organisation of Circumcson lnformalion
Resource cent@s- Soulh Aiica (NOCIRC'SA):

2. That NOCIRC'SA wou d make a presentation lo Pariament on the dr.fl Chldrens
Bil in due dou6e on, t tel a/ta, the e evanl p@vision in the B llwhich poiected only
m nor gns liom non-medically juslilied genital modilcalion bul m nor boys d d nol
e.toythe safre egal prole.toni

3. NOCIRC SA lnd€ted lhal they oblained Policies and Slatemenls riom seveB
Natonal Medical Associalions f@m which none advomied th€ practi€ of
cncumcision or any olher genilal suQenes on boys or girs, wilhoui a va id fredical

4. NOCIRC SA requesled an oflicialslalemenl irom SA 4A on the subject maller.

The Commlliee was Elso NFORMED of lhe tollowing extraci on Clltu€ Circumc sions
which emanaled from the SAMA Buman Riohts, Law and Elhics Committee meeling
held on6 November2004, namely: -

"At ptesent there appearcd to be lwo schaols af thoughl to justify cnuhcisians. fhe ane
w.s far redlel rcasons and the well-being ot lhe paten| whilst the other was based on
relgious and traditional graunds. The latt'r appeared ta crcate problens since il was
rKs J.dr,|! (crriiq!i).Drc \\ht 0(r chi4r!q).t fur,ridr (Pr!rdr. \! \69 (s(c*r

co(rtr)


